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A,Weather Conditions

Temperatures averaged below normal for much of the year, with only

August, September, October, and June averaging above normal.Ssveral

areas along the river reported frost on September 3, the earliest in

35 years. Precipitation averaged above normal from July through

December, with most of it falling in heavy thunderstorms during Augusti

and September. Precipitation averaged near normal for the winter months,
but most of it fell as snow. Snow covered the ground from December 1
through April 1. Snowfall totaled 51 inches--23 inches above normal. Deepest
snow accumulation was 17 inches in early March, compared to only 7 inches
in February of FY-Th. Rainfall was above normal in April, but below normal
in May and June.

B. Haktitat Conditions

1. Water

The pocl remained nearly one-half foot below normal from July 1 until July
18 when several barges ran aground at the Iansing light. This forced the
Corps to raise the pool level to 21.2k, over a foot avove normal. The prol
was held at or above normal from July 18 through December 31. During
Ceptember and October low water flow through Lock & Dam 8 allowed the water
levels to drop well below normal in the Renc bottoms, draining most of the
shallower lakes and sloughs. New Albin Big Lake (200 acres) was dry for the
opening of the waterfowl hunting season. The pool remained near normal from
the first of January until April 10, then began rising rapidly with the spring

ow melt. The river crested at 10.02 feet above nermal on May 3, only 1.11
t below the 1959 level and 4.73 feet below the record 1965 level. The
river was still 2.58 feet above normal on June 30.
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2. Food and Cover

Near normal water levels in the middle and lower portion of the pool during
the summer and fall months completed the recovery of the aguatic vegetation
killad by the 1972 floods. Low water levels in the upper areas of the pool
caused large mud flats for excellant smartiweed and nut grass growth., Overall,
waterfowl food supplies and availability were excellent.

Deer, upland game and furbearers had excellant focd gnd cover for the Summor
fall, and winter months. High water in May forced all but the furbearers t
leave the grea for more than a month. Most had returiied to the refuge by the
middle of June.




II. Wildlife

A. Migratory Birds

1. Waterfowl

Ducks: The summer breeding population consisted of 1,000 Mallards, 10
blacks, 500 blus-winged teal, 2,400 wood ducks, and L0O hooded mergansers.
This was an increase of 500 mallards, 100 blus-winged teal, 200 wood
ducks, and 200 hooded mergansers over the FY-Thk breeding population.
Estimated production was 1,600 mallards, 20 blacks, 800 blue-winged teal,
5,800 wood ducks, and 900 hooded mergansers. This was an increase of 600
mallards, 100 blue-winged teal, 500 hooded mergansers, and a decrease of
300 wood ducks from FY-ThL.

Fall migrating blue-winged teal and American widgeon first arrived during
the week ending August 10, the same week as in FY-TL. The Fall migratinn
psaked at 100,810 on the week ending November 16. The FY-Th peak occurred
on the week ending October 6, and totaled €4,650 ducks. By years end there
was still 20 swans, 100 mallards, 100 scaup, 50 goldeneyes, and 100 common
mergansers using the pool. Total days use for the September-December period
was 3,976,490, a 13% increase over the 3,460,030 days use recorded in FY-Th.
Total days use for the year was 6,013,&90, a 2% increase from the 5,925,290
recorded in FY-Ti, 3

For the month of January the district duck population consisted of the
usual compliment of 20 mallards. In late February and early March widgeon,
canvasbacks,scaup, goldeneyes,buffleheads, and common mergansers began to
arrive., The peak population of 50,700 ducks occurred the week ending April
19, the same week as last years peak of 44,500 ducks. Duck numbers than
decreased sharply to a breeding population of 4,310 the week ending June T.
Total duck days use for the Janvary-April period was 1,404,130 a 19%
decrease from the FY-Th total of 1,735,090,

Geese: The first fall migrating geese were seen the week ending September
14 and the last were observed the week ending December 14. The peak
population was 300 Canadas and 100 snows the week ending October 19, the
same as in FY-Th. Total days use for FY-T75 was 151,200, a 771% increase
from the FY-T4 total of 19,530. The first spring migrating Canads geese
arrived the week ending March 8. The peak population of 5,000 was 4,500
above the FY-TL spring level. Thirty snow geese were observed during the
spring migration. All geese were gone by May 31.

Swans: The fall peak of Whistling swans totaled 34 birds compared to 300
in FY-Th. Spring use peaked at 450 birds during the week ending April 19,
compared to a peak of 100 during the spring of FY-Th. Total days use was
7,700, a 40% increase from the 4,550 use dass recorded in FY-Th,

Coots and Gallinule: Coot peaked at 60,000 during the tall and 9,000
during the spring. The FY-T4 peaks were 4(,000 and 9,000 respectively., The
bre=ding population of coot was 200 and production was 300. Total days use




. Tor coot was 1,846,660, a 29% increase from the FY-Th total of 1,320,200.
Gallinules peaked at 200 during the fall and 150 during the spring. The
FY-T4 peaks were 500 and 150 respectively. The breeding population was
200 and the production was 100, Total days use for gallinule was 35,200,
the same as in FY-Tk. '
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2. Other Water Birds

Egrets: Migrating great egrets were last cgbserved the week ending
November 16 and were first seen the week ending April 12. Peak populations
were 800 during the fall and 400 during the spring, the same as in FY-TL.
Egret production from the cne rookery in the pool totaled 400 young, down
100 from FY-Th.

Fourteen cattle egrets were observed near the Genoa rookery for the second
year in a row. No production has been recorded to date.

Grebes: Nothing to report;
Herons and Bitterns: The great blue heron fall population peaked at 2,100
on August 20 and the spring population peaked at 1,200 on May 3. Production,
using a 20% sample of nest trees was 900 young, down 400 from the FY-Th
estimate. Severe storms probably caused this marked decrease. Green herons,
black and yellow-crowned night herons, plus American and least bitterns were
present in small numbers and nested in the district.

. Cormorants, Loons Gulls, Terns and Others: Nothing to report.
3. Shorebirds.
Neothing to report.
L. Doves.

Nothing to report.

B. Upland Game Birds.

Wild turkey: Birds continue to spread from the Reno, Minnesota stocking
site, with one flock of nine birds observed near New Albin, Iowa 6 miles
awzy. More than 200 use the refuge bottoms during the summer and fall
months,

~

C. Blz Game Animals

Wnite-tailed deer: Low water during the summer and fall allswed about
50 deer to use the area, especially during the hunting season. The refuge
offered good browse and cover for about 30 wintering deer.




D. Fur Animals, Predators, Rodents and Other Mammals

Muskrats: The muskrat population is determined from house counts on 16
survey areas throughout the district. There were only 637 houses c¢ounted
in FY-T5 compared to 1,055 in FY-Tk, Heavy trapping appears to be reducing
the population.

Beaver: The beaver house count gave 40 active lodges on three transect
routes, compared to 43 in FY-Th, Light trapping pressure during the fall
and winter of 1974 allowed an increase in the spring breeding population,
and many new house starts were seen during the summer of 1975. The Reno
Bottoms beaver populaticn remains high and appears to help repopulate the
adjacent areas in Iowa and Wisconsin,

Otter: Winter track counts revealed only three or four otter families
using the district. Iowa biologists believe that possible mortality from
beaver trapping may be causing this low population.

Red Fox: The red fox population remains low because of mange and heavy
trapping pressure. ‘

E. Hawk, BEagles, Owls, and Crows. o B )

Hawks, Owls, Crows: Nothing to report.

Bald Eagle: Eagle numbers continue high with a fall peak of 100 and g
spring peak of 70 birds estimated, compared to 100 and 150 during FY-Th.

The Reno bottoms pair of PBald Eagles raised three young in FY-T75, compared
to two in FY-Th, Total young since the nest was discovered in 1969 now
stands at eleven eaglets, ]

G. Pish,

Summer and fall sport fishing was excellant with large catches of bull-
heads, bass, bluegills, crappie, and walleye common, especially in the
vpper end of the pool and the Reno boitoms. Ice fishing was also excellant
mcstly due to the good ice conditions from December 1 through March 15.
Low water made commercial fishing only fair to good.

H. Reptiles and Amphibians. DNothing to report.

I. Disagse. Nothing to report.

J. Rare and Endangered Species. Nothing to report.




TITI. Refuge Development and Maintenance

A, Physical Development and Magintenance

Ne major physical development was done by the Fish & Wildlife Service on
the Iansing District during FY-T5.

The Corps of Engineers developed Millstone landing, north of New Albin,
Towa, adding gravel, a new boat launching area, and toilets to the area.

All eguipment and building maintenance was carried with the help of twe
N.Y.C. students and a summer assistant. Vehicles and boats were washed
regularly and the workshop was kept neat, orderly and safe. Boat landings
and sandbars were cleaned several times and posted with litter signs. Three
cannon-net sites were prepared for wood duck handing. :

B. Planting through F. Fires

Nothing to report.




IV. Resource Management

A. Grazing and B, Haying
None.
C. Fur Harvest

Fur Catch FY-T5

Species No. Reports Catch Value Pelt Averages
Muskrats 218 27,705 - $73,880.13 : $2.67
Mink 33 32 537.30 = 168,79
Beaver 2L 190 2,176.45 1145
Raccoon 22 8k 919.00 10.94
Opossum I 3 3.00 - 1.00

Two hundred and six trappers bought permits in this district during the Fy-T75
season. This was 16 more than the FY-7Th season. The increase in trappers was
directly related to the increase in fur prices. Trapping conditions were good
but the catch was only fair due to low numbers of muskrats. The total catch
decreased from 33,391 reported in FY-Th to only 27,705 in FY-T5. Muskrat
prices increased by thirteen cents a pelt. 1

All three states were informed that no beaver trapping would be allowed on
the refuge after March 1, Since Minnesota set their season in late March and
early April, the Reno bottoms were closed to trapping in FY-75. Low pelt
prices and lack of interest kept the take down in Towa and Wisconsin. Only
190 beaver were taken in FY-T75 compared to hlE in FY-Th,

D, Timber Removal

None.

E, Commercigl Fishing

Commercial fishing was only fair to good through most of FY-T5, mostly due
to low water conditions. Good catches of catfish and bullheads were made
throughout the summer, but low water left many winter hauls too shallow to
pull,

F, Other Uses

There are 44 special use permits in effect in the district covering house-
boats, boathouses, boat docks, and commercial fishing bases on Service and
Corps of Engineers land. All sftructures are inspected yearly. There are also
12 other permits covering access areas, cabin sites, barge moorages, power
line right-of-ways, boat liverys, and a fish floeat.

’




V. Field Investigation or Applied Research 7 i

A, Wood Duck Nesting Cylinders and Mcdified Cavities

Only one of the eight metal nesting cylinders were used by wood ducks in
FY-75 compared to two in FY-74. The one nesting attempt was not successful.
The other cylinders were used by squirrels, owls, and wasps.

B. Wocd Duck Banding

Wood Duck banding was done entirely with the cannon-net again this year.
Three cannon-net sites were cleared of brush and grass for permanent
locations. Six shots were made capturing 120 hirds. The woed ducks banded
included:

AHY : HY . lioeal Total

Male 17 56 2 . 17
Female 3 | 4o 0 Lo
20 13} 2 120

C. Wood Duck Flight Counts

Spring flight counts have been conducted at three different stations since
FY-63 to determine the district wood duck breeding population. The counts
are conducted from the middle of April through the Tirst week in May. The
bre=ding pcpulation for FY-75 was calculated at 2,392, nearly the same as
the 2,366 recorded in FY-Th. Numbers of wood ducks counted at stations were:

FY-63 FY-72 FY-73 FY-Th FY-T75
Crooked Creek 84 92 90 104 87
Village Creek 26 17k 172 170 173
Wexford Creek 50 76 72 90 106

D. Waterfowl Hunter Bag Checks

The average daily bag limit of ducks during the FY-T5 was 2.42 compared
to 2.34 in FY-Th., The average daily bag on opening weekend was 2.72
compared to 2.36 in FY-Th. Wood Duck ranked number 1 in the bag.




VI. Public Relations

A. Recreational Use

Pay Use Comparisons

Year Fishing Misec. Ducks Deer Other Total
FY-73 139,700 9k 800 14,380 380 250 2k9,510
FY-7hL 118,200 70,450 11,250 540 290 200,730
FY-T75 131,000 99,900 10,630 = 650 310 24k2,490

Hunting and fishing use is determined from periodic car counts at all
landings, with sample area counts between the total counts. Miscellaneous
use (swimming, boating, skiing, ete.) is determined from monthly total
head counts and weekly sample area counts. Fishing visits increased
probably because of the excellant ice fishing and the letup in the gasoline
squeeze. Miscellaneous use incresased because of the warm, sunny summer and
mild fall,

C. Refuge Participation

The district manager presented programs to the New Albin Community CIub,
the Lansing Lions Club, and the New Albin L4-H Club. He assisted in the
Ia Crosse Sport-0-Rama. He joined the Lansing Lions Club. Thirteen news
releasss were issued.

. D. Hunting

Big Game: Deer hunting activity increased on the refuge again this year,
primarily due to the continued high deer population. An estimated 16 deer
were harvested in FY-75 by shotgun and bow.

Upland Game: Very few rabbits, squirrels, or grouse are bagged on the refuge.
Those that are taken are usually incedental to waterfowl hunting. High fur
prices continune to bring out the raccoon hunters, with an estimated 35 raccoon
taken on the refuge with the aid of dogs.

Waterfowl: Total hunting activity decreased 6% over FY-Th, probably due to
the Wednesday openings in Wisconsin and Minnesota and the bluebird wesather.

The waterfowl season was rated as fair to good in Wisconsin and Iowa, and
very good in Minnesota. Minnesota chose a straight through season, opening
at noon on Wednesday. October 2 and closing November 15. Large numbers of
wood ducks, widgeon, and blue-winged teal allowed most hunters to limit out
on the first few days of the season. A 4:00 P.M. closing allowed many ducks
to move back into the area for evening feedling, holding ducks in the bottoms
throughout the season. : :

Iowa cheose the point system, running their season from October 5 through 12,
L and October 26 through December 1. Most ducks left the Iowa portion of the




9.

. pool after opening weekend, and hunting remained only fair to good through-
out the season. :

Wiscongsin chose the point system for the second year, and ran their season
from October 2 through November 20. The major change from last year was the
ohe-half hour before sunrise opening which cut down on viclations. Opening
day success was poor and sky-busting was common. Few ducks were taken until
later in the season.

In an effort to reduce canvasback hunting mortality the refuge was closed to
canvasback and redhead hunting this year. Fortunately the canvasback population
on the pool did not peak until Ncvember 16,at 10,000 birds. By this time there
were Tew hunters using the poocl., As it was most late season hunters reported
that the only thing flying most of the time was canvasbacks.

E. Viplations

Eight violators were apprehended in the district by refuge personnel,
compared to 11 during the FY-T74 season. Most were early shooting violations
during the Iowa season. State wardens also had a good year on the district.
F. Safety 3
All safety literature was reviewed as it was received and the refuge staff

meetings included safety discussions and films. District personnel recorded
. no accidents during FY-75 and no visitor fatalities occurred.




VT Other Itens 10.

A. Ttems of Interest -

. Nothing o report.
Name Personnel Title
Douglas M, Mullan District Refuge Manager

Submitted By:

sy TN TNt

4/ Signature

District Refuge Manager
Title

December 149, 1975
Date
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